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World Humanitarian Day: Health professionals on the brink as
conflicts intensify

Geneva, Switzerland: 19 August 2025—O0n World Humanitarian Day, WHPA, which represents
42 million health professionals, together with humanitarian organizations is sounding the alarm:
life-saving health services—already underfunded and overstretched—are facing unprecedented
pressure as conflicts intensify, targeted attacks on health facilities multiply, and funding is cut.

Health systems that should serve as a lifeline, and the health professionals who deliver care,
are instead being pushed to the brink. Armed conflicts are escalating, living and working
conditions for those providing aid are deteriorating, and attacks on health and humanitarian
personnel are reaching record highs—costing lives and crippling the ability to respond.

Data released today shows that attacks on aid workers, including healthcare personnel and
facilities, have reached new and deadly records. In 2024, the number of aid worker fatalities
climbed to 383 across 27 countries—surpassing the previous year’s record. Twenty-one of
these countries saw an increase compared to the year before. These assaults not only violate
international humanitarian law but also leave communities without access to essential care
and medicines.

"Communities caught in conflict need more health services, not less," said Dr Otmar Kloiber,
Chair of WHPA and Secretary General of the World Medical Association. "Every funding cut and
every attack translate into fewer health professionals and fewer health services reaching people
who need them most. This is not just about numbers on a budget line—it’s about life and death."

WHPA’s open letter calling for the safeguarding of healthcare facilities and personnel in areas of

conflict, in accordance with international law, was launched last year and remains as relevant
as ever. The letter is supported by health professionals in 76 countries and territories worldwide,
including leaders of national health professions’ associations, senior staff at health facilities,
leading academics, and top-level representatives of governments and international health
NGOs. WHPA continues to collect signatures to reinforce the message that health professionals
are not a target and that any misuse of healthcare facilities or ambulances for military purposes
also constitutes a violation of international humanitarian law.

Today, humanitarian and health organizations are calling on governments, donors, and the
international community to urgently:

o Protect health professionals and humanitarian personnel as required by
international law.

e Increase funding for health services.

e Strengthen health systems to withstand shocks from conflicts and disasters.
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https://www.worldhumanitarianday.org/
https://humanitarianoutcomes.org/sites/default/files/2025-08/HO_AWS-Figures_0825_E.pdf
https://www.whpa.org/open-letter-safeguarding-healthcare-in-conflict
https://www.whpa.org/open-letter-safeguarding-healthcare-in-conflict
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This World Humanitarian Day, we must reaffirm our commitment to those who risk everything to
save lives—and to the people whose survival depends on them. Sign WHPA’s Open Letter here
to show your support.

Notes for Editors

The World Health Professions Alliance (WHPA) brings together the global organizations
representing the world’s dentists, nurses, pharmacists, physiotherapists and physicians and
speaks for over 41 million health care professionals in more than 130 countries. The WHPA
works to improve global health and the quality of patient care and facilitates collaboration
among the health professions and major stakeholders.

www.whpa.org

World Humanitarian Day is marked on 19 August, the day in 2003 when 22 UN aid workers were
killed in an attack on the UN headquarters in Baghdad, Iraq. The activity brings together partners
from across the humanitarian system to advocate for the survival, well-being and dignity of
people affected by crises, and for the safety and security of aid workers. It is organized by the
UN Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA).

https://worldhumanitarianday.org/

For more on the aid worker security data, see the Humanitarian Outcomes website, who partner
with OCHA.

Press contact

Joannah Caborn Wengler, Manager of the WHPA Secretariat
jcwengler@whpa.org
+41 22 560 8147
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